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Paul To Timothy 


“But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving 


and being deceived. But continue thou in the things which thou has 
learned and been assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned 
them; and that from a child thou has known the Holy Scriptures, 
which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is 
in Christ Jesus. All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is 
profitable for doctrines, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness: that the man of God -may be perfect, thoroughly furn- 


ished unto all good works.” 
—II Tim. 3:13-17. 
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LETTERS 





Sir: 


1. For twelve years the Min- 
isters’ Annuity Fund has operated 
successfully. It has met in full 
every commitment, and the actu- 
aries and auditors report it in 
good actuarial and financial con- 
dition. Benefits paid since the 
Fund began are: 





Since As Of 
Annuitants 4-1-40 3-31-52 
Ministers - Age ...................... 384 219 
Ministers - Disability ............ 54 21 
Widows 277 245 
Orphans 85 48 





Total amount paid in benefits 
4-1-40 through 3-31-52, $1,641,- 
253.47. 


2. The Employees’ Annuity 
Fund, which began to operate Sep- 
tember 1, 1942, had 216 members 
enrolled March 31, 1952. Since 
this fund began, four have retired 
because of age and three have re- 
tired because of total and perma- 
nent disability. One age annuitant 
returned to active service. 


3. During the year 372 homes 
were aided from the funds of Min- 
isterial Relief: 73 ministers, 266 
widows, 18 homes of orphans, and 
15 ministerial workers. This was a 
decrease of 18 homes from the 
number aided in the previous 
year. The amount remitted to the 
homes of these beneficiaries was 
$184,996.01. In addition $159,- 
531.10 of the funds of Ministerial 
Relief was used to supplement the 
inadequate annuities of 318 annu- 
itants. A total of $344,527.11 of 
Ministerial Relief funds were re- 
mitted during the year to bene- 
ficiaries and annuitants with in- 
adequate annuities. The amount 
granted was much in excess of 
that of any previous year, but the 
Board is convinced that it is still 
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not enough to relieve the retired 
ministers and their dependents of 
the burdens of the high cost of 
living. 

4. During the year the Board 
stressed the request of the Gen- 
eral Assembly that the Church 
contribute to its work the full 8 
percent of the budgeted benevo- 
lence askings, and presented vig- 
orously an appeal for a large Joy 
Gift offering in December. Since 
the major source of income with 
which the Board carries on its re- 
lief work is the Joy Gift, it is ur- 
gent that this annual offering be a 
generous one if the Board is to 
have the funds with which to pro- 
vide the necessities of life for the 
retired ministers. It is a pleasure 
to report that total receipts for 
the relief work during the year 
1951-52 amounted to $528,537.79. 


5. The General Assembly has 
asked that 8 percent of the total 
amount requested for its benevo- 
lent work for 1952-53 be given by 
the churches to the Board of An- 
nuities and Relief. With this mo- 
dest amount the Board must min- 
ister in the name of the Church to 
the necessities of over 700 homes 
of retired ministers. We earnestly 
urge that all Synods, Presbyteries 
and churches meet in full this re- 
quested percentage asking in 
order that those who served long 
and well may be freed of needless 
anxieties in the days of their old 
age. 

6. Acting upon instructions 
given to it by the General As- 
sembly the Board has presented to 
the Church a proposed Group Life 
Insurance plan for the protection 
of its full-time salaried personnel. 
If approved by the 1952 General 
Assembly and the required num- 
ber of subscriptions are received, 
it is the present purpose to begin 
the plan’s operation on July 1, 
1952. Ministers and churches de- 


sirous of obtaining the type of 
protection which the plan affords 
should forward their subscription 
blanks, with check for the proper 
amount attached, at the earliest 
possible date. 


ne WADE H. BOGGS 
Louisville, Ky. 
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EDITORIAL 


The Untapped 
Resource 





Our Lord set us an example we are only too 
prone to forget. He lived a life of action but that 
action was undergirded with importunate prayer. 
He, who was the Son of God, while here in the 
form of man, felt the need of close communion 
with the Father. The gospel record tells again and 
again of His praying, of His spending whole nights 
in prayer. 


If our Lord felt this need, how much more do 
we need the strength, the wisdom and the detailed 
guidance which God alone can give: And yet, how 
often, even habitually, we go out to live our daily 
lives with little more than a casual reference to the 
One Whom we need so desperately. 


Much of our education today is aimed at develop- 
ing personality, resourcefulness and self-confidence. 
All of these unquestionably have their place but 
neither these qualities of personal achievement, nor 
any others, can in any measure take the place of the 
wisdom and strength which our loving. Heavenly 
Father has in store for those who come to Him in 
prayer. 


It seems almost certain that the greatest untapped 
resource open to the Christians is found in prayer. 
When our Lord said, “For without me ye can do 
nothing,’ He was uttering a truth both startling 
and profound. But, we know hundreds of people 
who are busy and successful, as the world measures 
success, who know not God and consequently never 
pray. Does not the explanation rest in the fact that 
God measures all that we do in the light of eternity 
and so often we are busy—and even successful— 


about things which are temporal and which will 
perish ? 


_ It is by prayer that we see things and our work 
in the proper perspective. It is on our knees that 
we learn to evaluate our lives, our problems and 
our opportunities as God sees them, and, as we do 
this we come face to face with the solemn and 


humbling fact that we in ourselves are not sufficient 
for anything. 


Prayer is hard; it is hard on us physically for the 
Hesh is weak; it demands concentration of purpose 
and of thought, for it requires discipline; it flowers 
in an attitude of distrust of self and complete faith 
in the willingness of God to hear and His power to 


answer; and it pays the most wonderful dividends 
ever offered. 


Our prayers may lead us into an unexpected path 
but it is wonderful to travel because we find it to be 
the King’s Highway. —L.N.B. 





The Voice Of The Shepherd 
Or The Voice Of A Stranger? 


The sundry Old Testament representations of 
the Lorp as the Shepherd of His people, of His re- 
buking the evil shepherds and coming Himself to 
gather His sheep and set up Him, of Whom David 
was the type, as their Good Shepherd, find their 
fulfillment in our Lord Jesus Christ. The tenth 
chapter of John sets forth that fulfillment in the 
days of Jesus’ earthly ministry and in the later days 
of the heavenly ministry of the Lord of the Church 
through His Word and by His Spirit. 


In times of special need this gracious representa- 
tion is laid hold of anew by the Church. The Re- 
formed or Presbyterian Reformation came to ar- 
ticulate statement in the theses which established the 
Reformation in Ilanz, January 1526, and in those 
which brought it to Berne two years later. These 
begin: “The holy Christian Church, whose only 
Head is Christ is born of the Word of God and 
abides in the same, and listens not to the voice of 
a stranger. The Church makes no laws and com- 
mandments without the Word of God.” 


At the time of the first peace of Cappel, June 
1529, in the day when the Zurich troops were de- 
livered from the forces of the Forest Cantons sup- 
ported by the might of Austria, Zwingli gave vent 
to his feelings of trust in God thus: 


“Beloved Pastor (Shepherd), who has saved 
Our souls from death and sin, 

Uplift Thy voice, awake thy sheep 
That slumbering lie within 

Thy fold, and curb with Thy right hand 


The rage of Satan’s furious band.” 


Similarly, referring to John 10:27, the Scots’ 
Confession of 1560 distinguishes the true Kirk as 
the One which always hears and obeys the voice of 
her own Spouse and Pastor. 


When Scotland needed to hear the sound of a 
moving in the tops of the mulberry trees, Sankey 
opened the way for the Moody Revival by singing 
the Ninety and Nine. When rationalistic conceits 
had turned the preaching of Germany away from 
the Word and the Nazis were demanding a preach- 
ing of “the gospel” of race, blood and soil, the Con- 
fessing Church declared at Barmen in 1934: 
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“I. (a) “I am the way, the truth and the life: 
no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.” John 


14:6. 


“Verily, verily, I say unto you, he that entereth 
not by the door into the sheepfold, but climbeth up 
some other way, the same is a thief and a robber. I 
am the door: by Me if any man enter in, he shall 


be saved.” John 10:1,9. 


“(b) Jesus Christ, as He is witnessed to us in the 
Holy Scripture, is the one Word of God, which we 


have to hear to trust in life and in death, and to 
obey.” 


The coming of the wolf in evident form drove 
the Continental Church back to the preaching of 
the Word of God. And as the Holy Scripture was 
again expounded, the preachers were surprised to 
find how successful it was. Again the sheep heard 
the Voice of their Great Shepherd and the world 
found in her midst the Church of the living God. 


—Whn. C. R. 





Complete In Him—//] 
A Study Of Colossians 
Complete (or full) Salvation 
Colossians 1, 2 


This is summed up for us in a marvellous way 
at the end of the prayer which we studied in the 
introductory lesson. In one sentence the apostle 
tells us: “He has delivered us from the dominion of 
darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his 
beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the 
forgiveness of sins.” The slave of sin has been eman- 
cipated, and then taken from the realm of slavery 
into the liberty of the children of God. He has 
been taken out of Egypt and settled in Canaan. 
Two wonderful blessings follow: one is objective 
redemption; the other, subjective—the forgiveness 
of sins. 


The word “redemption” is very rich: to “come 
to the market place,” to “come with the purpose of 
buying,” to “pay the price,” to “set the slave free.” 
Our blessed Redeemer does all of these things for 
us. “I believe in the forgiveness of sins.’”” Why can 
I? Because “Christ died for our sins.”” He was made 
sin for us Who knew no sin,” He bore our sins in 
His own body on the tree.” 


Complete salvation begins with a complete 
Saviour; a divine Saviour, One Who has in Him 
the “fullness of the Godhead.” In these verses, 


(15-19), we have a description of the deity of our . 


Lord. As the Creed puts it, He is very God of very 
God, of the same substance, equal in power and 
glory. The Unitarian has no real Saviour, just an 
exalted man who is totally unequal to the task of 
saving lost men. God has to become flesh in order 
that men may be saved. He, the divine Son, is the 
only Head of the Church. In all things He must 
have the preeminence. 


Full salvation means full reconciliation between 
God and man. He, the Lord Jesus Christ, is the 
Complete Reconciler, for He is the God-man. He is 
the only mediator we need; neither “angels,” nor 
saints, nor Mary, have any place in this reconcilia- 
tion: we do not need their intercession. Jesus, our 
Great High Priest intercedes for us at the throne of 
grace. He not only makes peace, but He makes us 
holy and blameless and irreproachable. It takes 
supernatural power to change our state from aliens 
and enemies into citizens; it takes the same power 
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to bring about the inner change of heart, renewing 
us in the whole man after the image of Christ. 


God will not leave us until He has finished the 
work of grace ‘which He began, but there is a pro- 
vision in the promise; provided that they continue 
in the faith, stable and steadfast, not shifting from 
the hope of the gospel which they had heard. Here 
is a warning to them. They were in danger of giv- 
ing up the Gospel—the simple and powerful Gos- 
pel—for a strange mixture of tradition and philos- 
ophy. As Paul says in Galatians, this was “another 
gospel” which was not “another,” for it was not 
the gospel at all. There are many in our day who 
will desert the Complete Salvation which is found 
in Christ for some fantastic concoction of men’s 
brains which is as worthless as some patent medi- 
cines. 


Full salvation means full possession of the heart 
by Christ; Christ in you, the hope of glory. This is 
the “mystery” which is now revealed, as it had not 
been before. This makes all believers “one body,” 
Gentiles and Jews. We must live in Him, rooted 
and built up in Him and established in the faith. In 
Jesus’ prayer in John 17, He asks that this union 
be consummated; “I in them, and Thou in me.” 
How we ought to abound in thanksgiving when we 
think of this mystic union with our Lord! 


Full salvation means fullness of life. We do not 
get life through some “vain deceit,” or philosophy; 
from the “spirits of the universe,” or some Greek 
fancy, but from Christ. In Him we have more than 
some outward symbol; we have spiritual circum- 
cision, spiritual baptism. These signs and ceremonies 
do not make alive, or forgive sins, or set us free 
from the iaw’. Christ alone can do this. Jn Him 1s 
life, fullness of life; we are complete in Him. He 
triumphed on the Cross: His death sets us free. 


Full salvation means the substance rather than 
the shadow. There were certain ceremonies in the 
Old Testament which pointed to Christ. These triv- 
ial questions about food and drink. or some festival 
of the moon; these ascetic requirements, like self- 
abasement; these additions to the gospel, like wor- 
ship of angels. These outward observances, both of 
the Judaisers and Greeks are but a “shadow.” Why 
desert the “substance,” and go back to the “sha- 
dow”? 

These “heresies” were both “taking away,” and 
“adding to,” the Gospel. Both are dangerous and 
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prohibited. They took away from the complete sal- 
vation by denying the full deity of Christ, and the 
finished and complete work which He has accom- 
plished. They added to the Gospel a lot of man- 
made traditions and law-requirements, and subtle 
elements of Greek philosophy. We have plenty of 
these same “heresies” in our day; there seems to 
be a rgular “epidemic” of queer teachings. None 
of “modernism” is really modern; it is but a re- 
hash and renaming of the false teaching of former 
generations. 


This section of Colossians should be pondered 
deeply by the Church. We need to get back to, and 
re-emphasize the fact that, “we are poor sinners 
and nothing at all, that Jesus Christ is our all in 
all.” Salvation through Him and in Him, is a com- 
plete salvation: we are “complete in Him.” Be- 
ware of taking from Him His sole place as Divine 
Redeemer and Head of the Church. Beware also of 
trying to mix up the pure Gospel with a lot of tra- 
ditions and heathen philosophies. Christ is our all 
sufficient Saviour. —J. K. P. 





A Lost Meaning 


Throughout the Church, revival services have 
been held during the latter part of March and the 
early part of April. 


We believe that there is a problem existing in the 
Church today in regard to these meetings, one which 
may or may not be locally recognized. It may not 
exist in every local church but the less the possibility 
of its existence is recognized, the more of a prob- 
lem it becomes. 


The problem is the meaning of the word revival. 
Literally, the word means a restoration to life, con- 
sciousness, vigor, strength, etc. Therefore, it does 
not mean in the first or primary meaning, a crea- 
tion of a new thing, but a revival of that which has 
become defunct or inactive. 


Colloquially, to many church members, a revival 
means a series of services, usually conducted by 
someone other than one’s own pastor (who can 
therefore speak in a general sense without too inti- 
mate a knowledge of the individual lwes of church 
members) . . . a series of services usually accom- 
panied by much and lively hymn singing, which is 
perfectly all right, until the congregation enters into 
it with a great deal more enthusiasm than the Word 
of God is approached . . . a series of services in 
which many individuals hope to be aroused and 
startled, or amused and entertained, either by witty 
repartee from the pulpit or extravagant and emo- 
tional harangues. (And while the response within 
oneself is often hoped for, if the Spirit stirs such a 
response up, all too often many church members 
are appalled by the effect it has on their “nerves” 
(conscience) and shy away from the moving of the 
Spirit. ) 

... A series of services... 


Ask many church members what a revival is and 
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these four words will preface almost any reply you 
get. 


* Let Christians recall that revival is for the liv- 
ing, not the dead. The dead cannot be revived, they 
have need of a new birth. 


But we sometimes pray for revival and quickly 
shut the doors and windows to our hearts and bar 
the gates and bring in the welcome mat and say, 
“Now, Lord, if you can get into my heart, I shall 
be surprised indeed.” We mean to be neither face- 
tious nor irreverant, but such, in effect, is the way 
many Christians go about a revival. 


But of course, not all churches everywhere think 
of revivals as a series of services without a definite 
end to be accomplished. Often a sermon is truly of 
revival qualities, when God does move in the hearts 
of His people. But how prone we are to want to 
hide, to conceal ourselves from the Spirit! Many 
times, our thoughts run like this: 


‘This is for sinners.” 


“This is for those folks who have never walked 
that aisle.” 


“Yes, its wonderful, truly wonderful. I hope they 
respond.” 


And all the time, in many instances, there is a 
gnawing sensation somewhere inside, and a sinking 
feeling . . . but who can describe it? It is the con- 
victing power of the Holy Ghost, and the power of 
the salvation message is again making its force 
felt in our hearts. 


This is not to say that Christians, true, born- 
again Christians are under the obligation of public 
profession of Christ as Saviour every time they hear 
the invitation. But the fact is that many Christians 
are not living like Christians at all and the gospel 
message of salvation pricks them in their hearts and 
into remembrance of their vows to God. 


Vows so often forgotten ... broken . . . neglected 
. . . dishonored. 


A great evangelist once remarked that many 
churches to which he was invited, seemed to suppose 
that he had packed the revival inte his suitcase along 
with his other personal effects and brought it into 
their community. Then in successive services, he 
would take it out, bit by bit, until lo, and behold, 
they had a revival. 


The Billy Graham campaigns have demonstrated 
in a dramatic way the essential of prayer-prepara- 
tion weeks, months, even years in advance, so that 
revival is already there, waiting in the hearts of 
Christians for the detonator . . . the instrument 
(preacher) through whom the Spirit sets off His 
dynamite. 


Revivals are not “held” in our churches but in 
our hearts. They cannot be delivered wholesale into 
any community or into any heart by any man. They 
are breathed into lives by the Spirit of God as He 
works through His ministers . . . ministers who are 
themselves resting on Him. —A. D. R. 
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By the Rev. W. W. Arrowood, D. D. 


ROWLAND, N. C. 


How To Study The Bible? 
The Bible is the Word of God, and the Word 


of God always has power in it. 


“In the beginning God said ‘Let there be light’ ” 
—that’s all—‘‘and there was light.” “He spake and 
it was done; he commanded and it stood fast.” 
Here’s the way God describes his own word: “Is 
not my word like fire? saith the Lord; and like the 
hammer that breaketh the rock in pieces?” “My 
word shall not return to me void. It shall accom- 
plish that which I please and it shall prosper in the 
thing whereto I send it.” 


Because the Bible is the Word of God, and has 
power in it, therefore it is able to do wonderful 
things for men and women. In the 19th Psalm we 
are told that ‘“‘the law of the Lord is perfect, restor- 
ing the soul, enlightening the eyes, rejoicing the 
heart, and making wise the simple.” But it is very 
evident that the Bible does not accomplish these 
great things for every man who has one in his 
home. We want to ask ourselves the question, 
“How must I use the Bible in order that some such 
results may be brought about in my case?” 


(1) One should have the right sort of Bible—not 
too big and not too small. The old-fashioned family 
Bible is all right for keeping the family records, 
but it’s too bulky for reading purposes. On the 
other hand a small Bible probably will have print 
so small that it will strain the eyes. The main thing 
in selecting your Bible is to get one with good clear 
type—easy to read. 


The Bible that. you use regularly ought to have 
marginal references—references to other passages 
in the Bible that will throw light on the particular 
passage that you are reading. For real study of the 


Bible I would advise any one to get not the old 
King James version, with which we are so familiar; 
but rather the American Revised version. In m 
opinion it is the best version of the Bible ever pub- 
lished. The use of it will clarify many dark passages, 
especially in the Prophets and Epistles. Of course 
each one should have his own Bible in which he 
may make notes or marks or underline as he sees fit, 


(2) The mere possession of the right sort of 
Bible will not of course benefit the individual. That 
is what the savage thinks of his fetish. The fetish, 
you know, is some material object, it may be a 
tooth, a unique stone, or a curiously shaped piece 
of wood. It is supposed to be the dwelling place 
of a spirit. As long as the savage possesses this fet- 
ish, the indwelling spirit, he believes, will be com- 
pelled to take his part and to work on his behalf, 
The mere possession of it will prove a blessing to 
him. We pity that ignorant savage. But strange to 
say many people in this civilized land of ours seem 
to think about the Bible as that savage thinks about 
his fetish, They want a Bible in their home, of 
course. But the mere possession of it seems to satis- 
fy them: now that they have a Bible in their home, 
the Lord will surely bless them. 


The heathen savage and the cultured gentleman 
are both wrong. There is no subtle blessing either 
in fetish or Bible that will ooze out into your home 
or life just because you have it in your possession. 
Many a godless home has a table ornamented with 
a handsome Bible. But that’s all it is—just an orna- 
ment. Well, you might keep such a Bible there con- 
tinually; you might carry one in your pocket regu- 
larly; you might die with one in your hand, and go 
straight to hell. 


There is nothing magical about the Bible. You 
pick yours up the last thing at night and read two 
or three verses carelessly and thoughtlessly. Your 
mind is busy with other things even while you are 
reading. Or maybe you are so sleepy you can hardly 
keep your eyes open. But you are not satisfied unless 
you go through the form of reading. Don’t you see 
the idea behind the whole thing? The Bible is a sort 
of fetish with you. You think you can get some bene- 
fit by having it in your possession, or by rubbing it, 
or by glancing at a few verses, no matter how care- 
lessly. But the Bible is not a fetish nor does it have 
any magical value. 


(3) To get the most out of our Bible we should 
have a regular time every day for the reading of it. 
This should be a daily habit because we are all in 


daily need of the help and strength and guidance. 


and comfort that comes from God’s word. The food 
of the soul is the Bible—milk for babes and strong 
meat for those who are mature. Just as the body 
needs DAILY food so does the soul. Neither body 
nor soul can be strong and healthy, if they are 
starved for six days a week and stuffed on the 
seventh. Our Lord taught us to pray for DAILY 
bread—we need it both for soul and body. 
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In order that we may be daily Bible readers, we 
should reserve a regular time every day for this pur- 
pose. We are all creatures of habit. Unless we do 
things regularly at a certain time we are apt to 
neglect them. We have a regular time to go to bed, 
a regular time to get up, a regular time to eat three 
meals a day. The man who accomplishes most in life 
is the man who has a daily schedule and lives by it. 


There are certain things that we might leave out 
of our daily schedule with the reasonable certainty 
that we would somewhere find some time for them. 
They are things that fascinate us, things that we 
love. The average Christian, however, doesn’t go to 
his Bible-reading as eagerly as he does to his golf 
game. Ordinarily he’s strangely slothful about it. 
He must learn to love it; it is an acquired taste. He 
will almost certainly neglect it unless he has a regu- 
lar time for it every day. 


The time of day which you select does not make 
a great deal of difference. It may be the first thing 
in the morning—probably the best time; or the noon 
hour; or the last thing at night—probably the worst 
time. The busy mother might find the best time to 
be immediately after the children leave for school, 
when the house is quiet. The business man might 
find his best place and time to be in his office be- 
fore the doors are opened in the morning. The im- 
portant thing is to have some regular time for Bible 
study and let nothing interfere with it. 


How much time should be devoted to Bible 
study. That’s a question for each person to decide 
for himself. However there should certainly be 
enough time for thoughtful, careful reading; with 


a few moments left for prayer in connection with 
the Bible study. 


But after all in the case of most people, this daily 
Bible reading will necessarily be comparatively 
short. We need more time than we can get in the 
busy week. So God has given us one whole day in 
every seven as a holy day. The Christian should use 
Sunday in order to get a more comprehensive view 
of the Bible. He will have time then to study Paul’s 
Epistle to the Ephesians as a whole, or his Epistle 
to the Galatians, or to the Philippians. Or he might 
read at one sitting the entire story of Joseph or of 
Samuel or of David. 


(4) Of course we should read the Bible rever- 
ently. It’s the Word of the Living God, the Book 
which the Creator has sent down to his creatures. 
You can read other books lightly and carelessly. 
For in them you are listening only to the words of 
men, But in the Bible God is speaking to that soul 
of yours. Be reverent. 


You recall Elijah’s experience on Mt. Horeb. 
A mighty tornado passed by uprooting giant trees 
of the forest, and hurling great boulders through 
the air. Then came an earthquake. The foundations 
of the earth quivered; the mountains reeled to and 
fro like drunken men. Then came an electric storm. 
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The sky grew black; vivid flashes of lightning 
played from cloud to cloud; the thunder rolled un- 
ceasingly, deafening the ear with its mighty rever- 
berations. Elijah, standing in the mouth of his cave 
gazed out unafraid on these exhibitions of the 
titanic power of nature. Then came a still, small 
voice. “And it was so when Elijah heard it that he 
wrapped his face in his mantle.” No wonder the 
prophet was reverent. That still, small voice was 
the voice of God. 


When God was about to speak to Moses out of 
the burning bush, he commanded him first to “take 
off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place whereon 
thou standest is holy ground.” We also are stand- 
ing on holy ground when we open our Bible. The 
still, small voice of God is sounding from it. Je- 
hovah of Hosts speaks out of its pages. Let us be 
reverent. 


When a certain woman noted for her deep piety 
died, they found written on the fly-leaf of her Bible 
these words: “This is my Father’s message to me, 
and He means every word of it.” When we think 
of it in this way, surely the most reverential feelings 
ought to be excited within us as we open the Bible. 
The Mighty God, the Eternal King is about to 
speak to our souls. Humbly we ought to bow our 
heads, saying, “Speak, Lord, for thy servant hear- 
eth.” * 


Most of us, however, approach our Bibles with- 


- out any preparation of heart and mind. Earth 


sounds are filling our ears, and we don’t try to 
shut them out. We pick up our Bible as we might 
pick up any other book, run hastily over a few 
verses, and lay it down with a sort of feeling of 
relief. The duty is done. No wonder when we read 
it in this way, God’s word means little to us. 


(5) The Bible should be read in the spirit of 
prayer. One can master any merely human book 
without prayer. Not so with the Bible. Of course 
the surface facts of it can be learned by the un- 
aided intellect. But down beneath the surface are 
deep things which the most profound intellect, un- 
aided, will never grasp. 











Vaughn has well said, “A man may be a pro- 
found scholar in the natural knowledge of the 
scripture; a learned commentator; an astute critic 
in its style, structure, and the idioms of its language; 
a profound philosopher in its logic, and yet have 
not the faintest conception of its true significance.” 
In the time of Christ the Jews were diligent Bible 
students, well acquainted with the surface facts of 
the Book. When Herod inquired where the Christ 
should be born they were ready instantly with the 
answer: “In Bethlehem of Judea, for thus it is 
written through the prophet.” But those diligent 
Bible students never recognized their own Christ. 
“He came unto his own, and his own received him 
not.”’ It means that a man may have his mind stored 
with the surface facts of the Bible, but the real 
meaning of it will be hid from him. 


A man might study his Bible regularly and care- 
fully. He might memorize large portions of it. And 
yet he might be as blind as a bat to the great and 
precious truths of it. We need the illumination of 
the Spirit of God, the Author of the Book, in order 
that we may understand His meaning in it. When 
we pick up our Bibles, the prayer of the Psalmist 
ought to be the prayer of our hearts, “Open thou 
my eyes, that I may behold wondrous things in thy 
law.” The wondrous things are there all right. But 
O, these sin-blinded eyes of ours! We need to recog- 
nize our inability to understand the things of the 
Spirit unless we are led by the Spirit. And we need 
to remember the promise of Christ, “If earthly par- 
ents know how to give good gifts unto their chil- 
dren, how much more will your heavenly Father 
give the Holy Spirit to them that ask Him.” 
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Warning Against Profane Living 


Scripture: Exodus 20:7; Matthew 5:33- 
37; 23:16-22; Mark 7:5-8; Luke 6:46; 11: 
1-4. Devotional Reading: Isaiah 1:10-18. 


The first definition of “profane” in the dictionary is: “manifesting irreverence toward the Deity or sacred 
things.” Profane living, then, would be all living that in any way showed irreverence toward God or sacred 
things. Esau was a “profane” man because he left God out and had no proper regard for the spiritual side of 
life. If God is not in all our thoughts then we are profane people, even though we may never utter His 
name. One of the greatest sins of cultured and prosperous America is this “leaving God out.” The United 


Nations is a “profane’’ assembly, not because they 
curse and swear, although I am afraid many of 
them do, but because they are leaving God out. This 
is also the explanation of their utter failure. In our 
Larger Catechism a whole page is given to the var- 
ious ways in which we may break this command- 
ment. Among these are many which we have over- 
looked : violating our oaths and vows, if lawful; and 
fulfilling them, if of things unlawful; perjury; mis- 
interpreting or perverting the Word, or any part of 
it; making profession of religion in hypocrisy; being 
ashamed of it. This command is very broad in its 
application. 


In Isaiah 1:10-18 the Israelites were pretending 
to be very religious. They were offering multitudes 
of sacrifices, coming in crowds to “trample the 
courts” of the Temple, keeping the various feasts. 
Their religion, however, was a sham and pretence, 
all on the outside. God said that He hated such 
worship, and would not hear their prayers. He most 
solemnly warns them of their awful condition, com- 
paring them to Sodom and Gomorrah, the two 
wicked cities of the plain which were destroyed. 
Wash you, make you clean; put away the evil of 
your doing from before mine eyes: cease to do evil; 





learn to do well. There must be a cleaning up of 
heart and life before they could worship God. The 
sort of worship which they offered was “profane 
worship.” There follows a beautiful promise, but 
notice the opening words, “come now”: if we come 
in sincerity, if we “quit our meanness,” then God 
will forgive fully and freely, but it must not be pre- 
tended repentance, but genuine. 


Profane living is much more than profane speech. 
Most people when reading the Third Command- 
ment, think it merely refers to taking God’s name 
in vain in our speaking, but our whole attitude to- 
wards God and spiritual things may be profane. 


I. The Third Commandment: 
Exodus 20:7. 


“Name,” in this commandment, stands for any- 
thing whereby God makes Himself known. Name 
in the Bible is far more than a mere word to denote 
a certain person in distinction from another person. 
The name of God stands for His character. When 
we profane His name, we profane His character: 
give unto the Lord the glory due unto His name. 
The third commandment requireth the holy and 
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reverent use of God’s names, titles, attributes, ordi- 
nances, words and works. We are to avoid treating 
any of these lightly. 


I feel that a word of warning is needed at this 
point. I seldom hear anyone take God’s name in 
vain because I have been here a long time and most 
people know I am a preacher and hesitate to “curse 
and swear” when a preacher is present, and then, I 
live in a community where there is not as much pro- 
fanity as in some places. But | hear a great deal of 
what might be called ‘‘near profanity,” a frequent 
use of the attributes of God, such as “goodness,” or 
“gracious.” Then there are many words which are 
shortened forms of the name of God or Jesus 
Christ. We cannot be too careful in this respect. 


II. Jesus’ Interpretation: 


Matthew 5 :33-37 ; 23 16-22. 


He is here, as in other places, correcting a false 
interpretation of one of the commandments, or a 
“tradition” which has grown up around the com- 
mandment: He is not correcting the commandment, 
for the commandment is a part of God’s holy law. 
He says: I came not to destroy the law, but to 


fulfill. 


The Jewish “fathers” had said that this com- 
mand meant that they must keep their “oaths” and 
not break them, forswear, or perjure themselves. 
Jesus said: “Swear not at all.” (The Quakers take 
this literally, and are not required to take the ordi- 
nary oath on the witness stand, but simply say: “I 
afirm.” This means more in their case than an oath 
on the Bible to many others). 


Jesus enumerates some particular cases. We must 
not swear by heaven—and we have heard men use 
this very expression—for it is God’s throne. Neither 


by the earth, for it is His footstool. The heavens. 


declare the glory of God, and the earth showeth His 
handiwork. Both belong to the class of things by 
which God makes Himself known. Neither by Jeru- 
salem, for it is the city of the Great King. It is His 
holy city. Neither by our heads, for we cannot make 
one hair black or white. We are in His hands, and 
have no power over our bodies. 


Simplicity in speech is a great virtue, even where 
the element of profanity is not evident. When we 
try to emphasize our “ves,” or “no” we are in 
danger of breaking this commandment: for whatso- 
‘ever is more than these comes of evil. 


One of our national and outstanding sins today is 
perjury. Not long ago witnesses were called in an 
investigation and these flatly contradicted each 
other. To lie on the witness stand, under oath, is so 
common that there seems little or no value in ad- 
ministering the oath. Occasionally someone is con- 


victed and punished for perjury, but it is difficult 
to prove. 


In the next selection, (Matt. 23:16-22) is part 
of that terrible indictment of the scribes and Phar- 
isees, in which He calls them “hypocrites” over and 
over again, and finally compares them to serpents 
and vipers. Part of this brazen hypocrisy is in the 
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matter of swearing, making distinctions where none 
exist. This is still being done sometimes in the 
Church. He takes up several cases: (1) swearing 
by the temple is nothing, but swearing by the gold 
of the temple makes men debtors; (2) swearing by 
the altar is nothing, but if a man swears by the gift 
on the altar, he is a debtor (guilty); (3) he that 
swears by heaven swears by the throne of God, and 
by Him that sitteth thereon, said Jesus. 


Such sophistry did not end with the scribes and 
Pharisees. We excuse much of our “near-profanity” 
in much the same way. It is so easy to fall into this 
false line of reasoning. For instance, today, when 
there is so much dishonesty in our land it is easy 
for us to say of some small deception, everybody is 
cheating; they do it on a big scale, why can I not 
do it in a small way? We use the same line in our 
speaking. We are living in a “profane age;” our 
little profanity will be excused. 


Ill. Tradition or Revelation: 


Mark 7:5-8 


“Tradition” played a large part in the religious 
life of the Jews. These traditions, or teachings of 
men, soon became more important in the eyes of the 
Jewish leaders than the direct commands of God. 
They substituted the external and material for the 
internal and spiritual. Their religion soon degener- 
ated into ‘washing of pots and cups.” A man could 
break the command to honor his father and mother 
if he made a pretence of paying some money to God. 
In other words, he used this as a cloak to cover up 
a selfish heart and an unwillingness to care for those 
who needed his care. 


Tradition still has a large place in the Church. 
The teachings of men are often substituted for the 
commands of God. The Reformation was a revolt 
against this abuse, but the Protestant Church is 
often guilty of the same thing. 


IV. Saying or Doing: 
Profession or Life: 


Luke 6:46 


“Why call ye me Lord, Lord, and do not the 
things I say?” (cf. Matt. 7:21-23). This is one of 
the worst forms of “profanity,” for a profane life 
is one that makes a profession, but does not live up 
to it.. To say, Lord, Lord, and not mean it, is to 
take His name in vain. A person is received into the 
Church. He accepts Christ as Saviour, Lord, Mas- 
ter. To go on living his old life of sin is profane 
living. A Christian is “Christ’s man.” To pretend 
to belong to Him and be a traitor is worse than 
being a traitor to one’s country. 


V. Hallowed be Thy Name: 
Luke 11:1-4 


In the prayer which our Lord taught His disciples 
to pray the first three petitions deal with God: His 
name, His kingdom, His will. The tone of the 
whole prayer is utmost reverence. The making holy 
of God’s name, the doing of His will, the coming 
of His kingdom all deal with the proper reverence 
we should have for the One Who sits upon the 
throne. 
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Christ In Our Homes 


Charles Haddon Spurgeon once said, ‘““When home is ruled according tc God’s word, angels might be 
asked to stay a night with us, and they would not find themselves out of their element.” What a challeng- 
ing thought! Surely when Christ is regarded as the Head of the house, that house will be one in which love, 
joy, and peace prevail! and in which angels will feel at home! Let’s make a check of our home to see if 
Christ really reigns, and while we examine our homes, let’s have a heart examination for ourselves, for 


our homes will be but little better than we who 
make up the home. 


First—is your home a place of worship? The 
home where Christ truly reigns will be a home 
where God is honored, where souls bow in humble 
worship at the feet of the King. Too often we think 
of the church building as the place of worship in- 
stead of as a place of worship. “He dwelleth not in 
temples made with hands”; and Paul sends greet- 
ings to Nymphas, “and the church which is in his 
house.” 


Our heavenly home is a place where the seraphim 
forever bow in worship, saying, “Holy, holy, holy, 
is the Lord of hosts,” and where the redeemed of 
all ages sing, “Alleluia; salvation, and glory, and 
honour, and power, unto the Lord our God.” Cer- 
tainly, then, our earthly homes should be houses of 
worship, where the name of God is honored, where 
heads are bowed and hearts are lifted together in 
believing prayer. 


Second—is our home a place where the word of 
God is obeyed? It was the delight of our Lord to do 
the will of the Father, and surely the home where 
Christ is King will seek to obey. The Bible teaches 
us that the father is to be the spiritual leader in the 
family circle; that he is to teach the family the 
things of God. God said of Abraham, “I know him, 
that he will command his children and his house- 
hold after him, and they shall keep the way of the 
Lord, to do justice and judgment; that the Lord 
may bring upon Abraham that which he hath spoken 
of him.” It was Abraham’s responsibility to take 
the lead and counsel with his household concerning 
the commandments of the Lord. 


Then the Scriptures teach us that wives are to be 
in subjection to their husbands, ‘“‘for the husband is 
the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head ot 
the church . . . Therefore as the church is subject 
to Christ, so let the wives be to their husbands in 
everything.” Seems a bit old fashioned, but it is 
God’s established order for the home, and if ignored 
will bring sadness and strife, but if obeyed will 
bring blessing and peace. 


The Word also teaches that the husbands have a 
responsibility to their wives. “Husbands, love your 
wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and 
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gave himself for it. So ought men to love their wives 
as their own bodies.” No wife will mind being in 
subjection to a husband who loves her as Christ 
loved the church! 


Then a word of wisdom for the children: “Chil- 
dren, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is 
right. Honour thy father and mother; which is the 
first commandment with promise.” No home is truly 
Christian where the children are disobedient and 
disrespectful to their parents. God has taught us 
that children should be obedient and should show 
respect for their parents, but it seems that we do 
not take His orders seriously. So many young peo- 
ple today speak of “the old man,” or “the old lady”; 
of “Pop” and “Mom,” or call their parents by their 
first names. Certainly disrespect is not always in- 
tended, but this casual and flippant attitude is breed- 
ing ground for disrespect, and should have no place 
in the life of a Christian boy or girl. 


Then, too, there is often the attitude that Father 
and Mother aren’t very up to date in their think- 
ing, and “wise” children are not really expected to 
obey. Christian young people should not allow such 
an attitude to be entertained in their minds for a 
moment, but should remember that God has said, 
“Obey your parents.” 


How do our homes measure up? Are they places 
of worship? Do we read our Bibles, pray and wor- 
ship together? Do we follow the guidance of God 
in our family life? Does Dad take the lead in hon- 
ouring God. Does Mother follow? Do the children 
honour Father and Mother and obey the command- 
ments of God? Do we together acknowledge Christ 
as Saviour and Lord? Can we say with Joshua of 
old, “As for me and my house, we will serve the 


Lord?” 


Then, and only then, can we truly say, “Christ . 
is in our home; He is Lord of all.” 





“I hereby give and bequeath to the Board of 
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OUR HOPE 








Even in pain there is laughter, 
Even in joy there are tears, 

And a bright thread of hope 
weaves in and out 

Among our tangled fears. 


For guilt there is hope of pardon, 
For grief, the answering cry: 
‘After death there is resurrection— 

We were not born to die.” 


For Christ, who has known the anguish 
Of whip and thorn and cross, 

Has risen, and we shall rise with Him 
And never suffer loss. 


—Kathryn Rimmer Braswell, March 19, 1952. 


Written by the daughter of Dr. Harry Rimmer, and read at his funeral March 22, 1952. 
The poem is here published for the first time. 
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CHURCH NEWS 





World Missions Receipts 





Apr. 1, 1950, to Apr. 1, 1961 ........ $ 1,411,439.00 
Apr. 1, 1951, to Apr. 1, 1962 ........ 1,579,182.29 
PRD Caeser reas Se le $ 167,743.29 


Program Of Progress 
Net Receipts 


Apr. 1, 1950, to Apr. 1, 19511 ........ $ 443,190.37 
Apr. 1, 1951, to Apr. 1, 1952 ........ 498,182.93 





54,992.56 





Ground Breaking Ceremonies 
For New Academic Building 
Held At Training School 


Ground was broken April 1 on the campus of 
the General Assembly’s Training School for the 
new academic building for which plans have long 
been in the making. The ground-breaking was at- 
tended by simple and appropriate exercises. After 
brief remarks by president Henry Wade DuBose, 
prayer was offered by Dr. Paul Tudor Jones, a 
trustee of the school and pastor of Grace Covenant 
Church. President DuBose turned the first spade of 
earth, after which Judge M. Ray Doubles, president 
of the board of trustees, Dean P. H. Carmichael 
and Miss JoAnne Heizer, president of the student 
body took turns with the shovel. The next day the 
contractor put his force to work. 


This building will contain splendid class rooms, 
administrative offices, a library-reading room, a stu- 
dents’ lounge, and other facilities thereby making 
available additional dormitory space and providing 
for many other desirable improvements in the oper- 
ation of the school. 


Financial provision for this building has been 
made possible by many generous donors. To initiate 
this fund, the Women of the Church, contributed 
about $95,000 of their 1948 Birthday Offering. 





The Vacation Fund 


For Ministers 


The Vacation Fund for Ministers in our Church 
is now in its thirty ninth year of operation. During 
all this period friends of our ministers through 
their voluntary gifts have made it possible for 
hundreds of our ministers with limited incomes 
to enjoy seasons of inspiration and physical renewal 
at the various conference centers of our Church. 
Without this generous thoughtfulness many who 
bear heavy responsibilities and bear bravely the 
weighty burdens of their people would be denied 





any times when they themselves might turn aside 
and rest a while in order to carry on for a longer 
time their helpful ministrations. 


In behalf of the Board of Managers of the Fund, 
of which it is my privilege to serve as chairman, 
deep gratitude is expressed to all who have sup- 
ported so generously and so thoughtfully this volun- 
tarily supported venture in behalf of our ministers 
in the past. It is also my privilege to invite you to 
give your liberal support of this worthy endeavor. 


These are not easy days for those who labor 
conscientiously in the ministry, and often hearts 
become freighted with burdens which are heavy and 
grevious to be borne. Our ministers need to get 
away and lift up their eyes unto the hills whence 
cometh our help. Many, of course, can afford the 
expenses entailed in such periods of release from 
responsibilities. There are many, however, who can 
not bear the cost of such needed resting. It is for 
these latter that the Fund was started and has con- 
tinued to function. Those whom the Fund helps 
are selected carefully and only the truly deserving 
are ever aided. 


We hope that many who read can and will help. 
Your check, be it large or small, will be received 
with deep gratitude, and can be sent to Mrs. Ira D. 
Holt, Treasurer, The Vacation Fund, Montreat, 
North Carolina. Perhaps you may wish to send a 
gift this year in memory of a dear one, continuing 
in this manner the loving ministry of one gone On 
Before. All gifts will be acknowledged and of 
them a hundred or more ministers will be ap- 
preciative beneficiaries. 


Wade H. Boggs, 
Chairman, The Vacation Fund. 


122 South Fourth Street, Room 410, 
Louisville 2, Kentucky. 
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RETIRE IN FLORIDA | 
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to live in the land of eternal 
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Write P. O. Box 1047 
Lakeland ... Florida 
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WOMEN’S WORK 





Stillman College 
Endowment 


Since the first part of the 1952 Birthday Offer- 
ing Objective of the Women of the Church is to 
endow a chair of Bible at Stillman College, the 
school will benefit from it in two principal ways: 
first, by a most needed addition to its endowment; 
and second, by the strengthening of its Bible 
course. In next week’s article we plan to discuss 
the most important subject of teaching the Bible 
here, while this week we are confining ourselves 
to the matter of Stillman’s endowment. 


The question of endowment is one of no little 
concern to any non-tax-supported school and especi- 
ally of a college. So important to the strength and 
progress of an institution is it that the 
Southern Association of Schools and Col- 
leges has stipulated that no college can be 
accredited by it with an endowment of less than 
$300,000. Lest there be any who do not realize 
the necessity of accreditation, let us say that any 
school which does not have it in modern days has 
a most difficult time keeping its doors open. While 
we have been successful even above our hopes in 
recruiting the size and type of student body which 
we have, it has been accomplished by holding up 
to them the hope of accreditation. 


Should we fail to bring this dream through 
within the next few years, our student body would 
largely evaporate. As far as Stillman is concerned 
no accreditation will soon mean no college! This 


added $75,000.00 will put us safely over the top 


of the minimum requirement for accreditation. 


Our present endowment is as follows: first, 
rental houses in Tuscaloosa, Ala., where the school 
is located; second, farm in Tuscaloosa County; 
third, the Birthright farms—two fine cotton farms 
in southeast Missouri in the delta of the St. Francis 
and Mississippi Rivers (These farms were left to 
Stillman by Charles Birthright, ex-slave who moved 
to Missouri with his former master after the War 
between the States) ; fourth, the W. D. Bellingrath 
Trust Fund the income being one tenth of the 
residue of this fund; fifth, the Bellingrath-Morse 
Foundation of which Stillman’s share is also one- 
tenth. Both of the last two funds were established 
by Mr. Walter D. Bellingrath of Mobile, the 
latter, in loving memory of Mrs. Bellingrath and 
includes the famed Bellingrath Gardens, “the charm 
spot of the deep South.” We hope that by the 
consideration of these facts concerning our endow- 
ment you will the better be able to estimate the 
value of the Birthday Offering to Stillman College. 
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4A SPORTS EDITOR FINDS CHRIST, by 
Morgan Bake. Hale. $3. We are indebted to such 
journalists as Harold Begbie and Hugh Redwood, 
who have employed their journalistic talents in re- 
lating what Christ has done for the salvation of 
others. We are now indebted to Morgan Blake, 
another journalist, for his forthright narration con- 
cerning what Christ has done for him and his own 
salvation. In this volume we have the life-story of 
one who has achieved a place of eminence in the 
fields of Journalism and sportsmanship, and yet is 
honored primarily for his deep earnestness, unflag- 
ging zeal, colossal energy, sympathetic understand- 
ing of people, and a desire to bring them to a saving 
knowledge of Jesus Christ. 





Morgan Blake was born in Tennessee, educated 
in law at Vanderbilt University, but soon after 
graduation turned his talents toward newspaper 
work, Althought reared in a Christian home, Blake 
was not really converted until 1922. He was 
brought to a conviction of his sinfulness and need 
of Christ by Billy Sunday during his great cam- 
paign in Atlanta in 1917. While Blake did not 
yield his life to Christ at this meeting, he could 
never get away from the conviction that he was a 
sinner and needed redemption. During this period 
of conviction, he sustained a crack-up in his home, 
and became so miserable and wretched that he could 
find no relief in anything the world could offer. He 
tried drink, as many others do, to drown his sor- 
rows. His drinking career brought him to the place 
where, to express it in his own language, “I was 
beaten and battered and broken, where all the ego 
that was Morgan Blake had gone, and realizing my 
wretchedness and helplessness, I called out to God 
for mercy. Then Jesus came, and from Him | re- 
ceived the strength to come out of the depths. From 
Him I received a complete assurance of the salva- 
tion of my soul, and that peace which passeth under- 
standing.” 
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Immediately following his conversion which took 
place nearly 30 years ago, Morgan Blake began to 
make his life count for Christ. He was not content 
to be a secret disciple. He threw all of his energies 
into the business of being a dynamic Christian. He 
became the teacher of a great Bible class. He ac- 
cepted invitations throughout the South to speak for 
Christ. When Christ saved this newspaperman, He 
saved him to serve. His salvation conquered the 
drink habit, and enabled him to become a faithful 
soldier of the cross. 


In our day, when we see so many lives being 
wrecked because of drink, this book should lead us 
to believe in the power of Christ to change an “alco- 
holic.” Blake expresses his own experience in these 
moving sentences, “And there in that little room in 
Athens, Georgia, a man came face to face with God. 
Faith and strength came to me. A wonderful feel- 
ing possessed me. I rose to my feet victorious in 
Christ. I have known many men who have accepted 
Christ and remained true to Him, yet who had to 
wage a constant battle with liquor. But I not only 
became a servant of the Master that day, but He 
also took the desire for liquor from me. I had to 
fight hard against other sins, but never again have 
I had the slightest desire for strong drink. I went 
back into the presence of my friends in that club 
and told them that I was through with liquor for- 
ever, and accepted Christ as my Saviour.” 


It is interesting to note how a man who has been 
gloriously saved by Christ invariably entertains a 
high conception of Christ. After his great experi- 
ence of conversion, Blake affirmed he never had the 
slightest doubt about our Lord’s resurrection from 
the dead. Considering what Christ had done for 
him, he said that he was sure that Christ was God. 
He put it in this way, “I believe Christ was God 
because in the Bible He said He was—‘He who 
has seen me hath seen the Father’ — ‘I and the 
Father are one.’ I believe Christ was God because 
of my own personal experience with Him, which 
| have already related.” 


Chapter 14 gives a concise statement concerning 
the Billy Graham campaign in Atlanta in 1950. 
It is a fine appraisal of the six weeks that Billy Gra- 
ham spent in this Southern city. The closing chapter 
on “Be Loyel To The Royal” is a gem. Here Mor- 
gan Blake makes some splendid observations. He 
tells us that the only hopeless people in the world 
are those who think they are good enough already, 
and that they do not need to follow Jesus. He ear- 
nestly pleads for Christians to keep their eyes on 
Christ. The best of men will disappoint us, but 
Christ never will. He counsels, “But no man or 
woman, no matter how sincere a Christian, should 
be the center of your life. That place should be re- 
served exclusively for Jesus. If that be so, your faith 
will never be affected by any so-called hypocrites 
in the church. We should all be concerned about 
them and pray for them, we must not let them put 
a damper on our religious zeal.”” He makes a strong 
plea for Christians to stand up and be counted in 
our day. There is much at stake, and this is no time 
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for complacency. He closes on a high note. He urges 
the Christian to study the Book. “This Bible IS 
the word of God. Every day in the year you have 
available to you this Bible. Let me urge you to read 
it. It is the only book in the world where God 
speaks to men and women. All we know of God, 
Christ, the Holy Spirit, the life and ministry of the 
Master is contained in this book.” 


Sitting beside Morgan Blake one day at a ban- 
quet, he said quietly to this reviewer, “When a 
man tries to live these days like a Christian ought 
to live, many say to themselves, ‘He is teched in 
the head.’ But this makes little difference—It is a 
wonderful thing to be a Christian, isn’t it?’ Mor- 
gan Blake has found it to be a wonderful thing to 
serve Christ and witness for Him, and the reading 
of this book will certainly inspire the lazy, indolent 
Christian to become more aggressive in the service 
of our King. More power to Morgan Blake, and 
may God grant him an extension of time in which 
to continue to glorify the Son of God who loved 
him and gave Himself for his salvation. 


—John R. Richardson. 





PELOUBET’S SELECT NOTES FOR 1952, 
by Wilbur M. Smith. Wilde. $2.75. “Peloubet’s” 
has been published annually for 78 years. It is a 
treasury of the best thoughts of the best Bible schol- 
ars gathered together to illuminate the text of the 
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International Bible Lessons. It is adapted for teach- 
ers of all grades and contains the greatest wealth of 
practical help which may be used effectively by pas- 
tors, superintendents, and teachers, It contains maps, 
three-color full page reproductions of famous re- 
ligious prints in the colors of the originals, illustra- 
tions of the text, a valuable bibliography, and a 
comprehensive index. This volume is complete in 
every respect. We unhesitatingly recommend it to 
our readers, 





THE MEANING OF BAPTISM, by M. Eu- 
gene Osterhaven. Society for Reformed Publications. 
$ .25. This little book gives in a concise manner the 
Reformed view of baptism. Presbyterians who need 
to be better informed on the subiect will find this 
work of tremendous value. It contains valuable ma- 
terial on both adult and infant baptism. The author 
argues cogently that the Christian Church is the 
spiritual successor of the Old Testament Israel. The 
Church is the Israel of the New Testament—God’s 
chosen people, His covenant community. He be- 
lieves that this important consideration is aptly sub- 
stantiated in the New Testament. 





THE LETTERS OF SAMUEL RUTHER- 
FORD, by (Wycliffe Series). Moody. $3.50. Ruth- 
erford’s letters first appeared in 1664 and have 
since that time been famous among Christian peo- 
ple. Most of his correspondents lived in Galloway 
or Ayrshire, and many were of high rank. Ruther- 
ford had a facile pen and often suggested “by a few 
strokes very much which was profound and impres- 
sive.” Richard Baxter said of his Letters that ex- 
cept for the Bible the world never had seen such 
a book, 
THE GREATEST BOOK EVER WRITTEN, 
by Fulton Ousler. Doubleday. $3.95. From Genesis 





through Malachi Fulton Ousler recounts the power- ° 


ful story of revelation, recapturing the full beauty 
of antiquity, while still remaining faithful to the 
literal statements of the Scriptures. The author at- 
tempts no rationalization or modernization of the 
original text of the Old Testament, nor does he 
supplement the narrative with his own explanations 
or interpretations. This volume is in complete har- 
mony with the Bible in tone, background and inci- 
dent, and additionally illuminated with the author’s 
deep personal devotion and pure understanding and 
genuine scholarship. 
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A COMMENTARY ON THE BIBLE 


By Matthew Henry 


Now again available after being out of print. New bio- 

graphical edition. A monumental work that has been for 

nearly two centuries without an equal and is to Bible 

teachers and to preachers what Shakespeare is to secular 

literature. Complete in every detail. Now in six-volume 
set, boxed, $24.50. Postpaid. 


Order From 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal 


Weaverville ... North Carolina 














SEE THE GLORY, by Carolyn L. Canfield. 
Moody. $1.95. This book is a biography of a young 
contemporary. It is powerful, vital, and full of liv- 
ing witness to the power of a living Christ in a life. 
The glory of God is seen on the pages of this fas- 
cinating book. 





TONGUES AND HEALING, by Carrol R. Ste- 
gall, Jr. 14 pp., mimeographed. $ .25. This is a 
pamphlet written by Mr. Stegall, a middler of 
Columbia Theological Seminary, presenting his find- 
ings on the Pentecostal movement with its profes- 
sion of speaking with tongues and healings. The his- 
tory of the movement is sketched, the writer’s con- 
tacts with them in Africa, Chicago and Atlanta. 
The writer definitely accepts the supernatural heal- 
ing of his own father by the gracious power of God, 
but depreciates the commercialism and manipulation 
by which many are imposed upon. In view of the 
rapid spread of this movement in its multitude of 
sects, this study will prove most helpful. 


—Wnm. C. R. 
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FROM LUTHER TO KIERKEGAARD, by 
Jaroslav Pelikan. Concordia. $2.75. 

The main thrust of this presentation is to 
analyze the inter-relations that have existed between 
philosophical thought and Lutheran theology since 
the days of the Reformation. The author concen- 
trates upon several critical periods and personal- 
ities, hoping thereby to highlight some of the princi- 
pal issues raised by the history of Lutheran theology 
in its relation to philosophy. Though the author 
tells us that his primary concern has been neither 
philosophical nor historical, but theological, the 
conclusions presented here will be of interest to 
students of both philosophy and Church History. 


Dr. Pelikan shows that Luther saw very clearly 
that philosophy and theology differ as to method, 
content, purpose, and result. In his calling as the 
herald of the Gospel, Luther was willing to sur- 
render philosophy or to repudiate it if this would 
be beneficial to theology. Luther believed that the 
work of the theologian is to describe the work- 
ings of faith, and to do so in faith’s own terms; 
for without a knowledge of justifying faith, in 
Dr. Pieper’s words, the Bible remains “a book 
locked with seven seals.” He dared not call upon 
philosophy to explain that which faith left as a 
mystery. He believed that whenever this has hap- 
pened, faith has suffered, and this Luther would 
not permit “even if it should cost him philosophy.” 
Here is the reason for his view that philosophy is 
dangerous and “has to be watched.” 


It is shown in this volume that Luther was not 
a systematician. He did not have such a systematic 
type of mind as John Calvin. Just why Luther 
never composed a systematic theology has not 
been easy to explain. This writer endeavors to ac- 
count for it by saying “he probably liked the 
calmness and poise that seemed so necessary for 
the composition of the dogmatic content, but he 
tried something like that in the Smalcald Articles. 
He was so carried away by his subject and by 
anti-papal polemic that he completely lost the 
thread of his development. Elsewhere when he sat 
down to write out his faith “piece by piece”, he 
produced an essay which is in many ways a 
masterpiece, but which is not a systematic theology 
in the usual sense of the term. The first generation 
of a movement only rarely composes a systematic 
exposition of his beliefs.” 


It is clearly shown in this book that although 
Luther believed that faith is intensely personal and 
that the word of God is more meaningful when it 
strikes the individual heart, yet Luther believed 
that even before God’s word finds its mark, it is 
still the Bible. The author writes “The Bible is 
God’s word even before I receive it, Luther 
stoutly maintained. I do not make it God’s word 
by believing it, but in the relationship which God 
creates by His word I am called into fellowship 
with Him. I am personally, yes existentially in- 
volved.” 


The author closes with a fine statement “It is 
not the primary task of the Christian Church to 
develop philosophies. The responsibility of the Chris- 
tian Church is to witness to the forgiveness of sins, 


and the Lordship of Christ.” 


It would be difficult to find an abler correlation 
of philosophy and the Christian faith from the 
the Lutheran viewpoint. —John R. Richardson 





INTRODUCTORY GUIDE TO THE OLD 
TESTAMENT, by Merrill F. Unger. Zondervan. 
$4.95. This volume is a prize winner in the Zonder- 
van Christian Textbook Contest. It is a complete 
great value. The author knows the destructive critics 
and conservative introduction to the entire Old 
Testament. It treats such general matters as the 
Canon, the Text, the Apocrypha, and various ver- 
sions as well as more specific introduction such as a 
defense of the authenticity of the Pentateuch. Pre- 
fatory remarks concerning each individual book of 
the Old Testament from Genesis to Malachi are of 
views as well as he knows his own, and is able to 
give the conservative answer as well as can be done. 
His bibliographies are comprehensive and up to date. 





THE CRAFT OF SERMON CONSTRUC- 
TION, by W. A. Sangster. Westminster. $3. Dr. 
Sangster offers this practical manual for effective 
sermon preparation in response to requests from 
enthusiastic users of his earlier book, ““The Craft of 
Sermon Illustration.” It gives fresh inspiration with 
down-to-earth rules for better sermon construction. 
It will assist a student at seminary in knowing how 
to prepare acceptable sermons and also aid the pastor 
of many years experience who is reexamining his own 
preaching. Not the least in value is the author’s con- 
cluding remarks with some important “don’ts” for 
the pastor’s guidance in avoiding the pitfalls most 
common to preaching. 





CONTRARY WINDS, by Edith Snyder Pederson. 
Zondervan. $2. To those who enjoy heart-warming, 
superbly-written, realistic fiction the reading of this 
book will be a memorable event and a pleasant ex- 
cursion into the realm of printed page. God has 
bestowed the gift of story-telling in an abundant 
measure to Mrs. Pederson. In “Contrary Winds” 
she has repeated the high degree of quality so char- 
acteristic of her previous works. 





THROUGH GOLDEN MEADOW, by Sallie 


Lee Bell. Zondervan. $2.50. From the beginning to 
the end of this novel the reader is led through paths 
of sparkling dialogue past scenes of gentle grandeur 
to a thrilling and mighty climax where God triumphs 
and man finds supreme joy serving Him. Here 1s 
unforgetable drama that will warm the reader’s heart 
while it spurs him to greater things for Christ. 
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